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out of politeness, respect, and hospitality, obeyed, and prepared everything . . .
and for three days and three nights His Majesty, in company with the worthless
nobles, was occupied with drinking and pleasure. All the chiefs, cavalry leaders
and commanders of the armies of' Iraq and Khurasan obtained complete informa-
tion as to what occurred.... His Majesty became intoxicated."1
Nadir convened a great conference (kingasK) of the Qizilbash and leaders,
where the unsuitability of Tahmasp for his exalted position was em-
phasized. The people of Isfahan were then called upon to witness the
condition of the Shah ; thereupon, it is said,2 all agreed to his deposition
and the elevation of his infant son 'Abbas to the throne. There
is no mention in the Ta'rikh-i-Nadiri of the Shah's drunkenness,
but there seems, nevertheless, no reason to doubt not only that he took
too much drink on this occasion, but that Nadir deliberately encouraged
him to do so.8 The whole episode has the appearance of having been
carefully planned beforehand.4
Cockell reported to Gombroon5 on the I9th/3oth September that
Nadir had proclaimed 'Abbas Mirza as Shah :
" under pretence of his Father having forfeited the Crown by his Lazy Indolent
Management and his being a Sott and a Sodomite. That this struck such a Terrour
into the Nobility and Inhabitants that none had courage to oppose him. . . ,
Since which there has not been the least trouble and this unexpected Revolution
has been brought to pass without any bloodshed."
According to Muhammad Muhisin's version, Tahmasp's deposition
occurred six days after Nadir's arrival in Isfahan, that is, on the 3ist
August, 1732 ; Cockell, however, states that Nadir seized and imprisoned
Tahmasp 'on the 22nd August (2nd September, N.S.), and had 'Abbas
proclaimed Shah on the following day.6
Having successfully accomplished his coup d'etat. Nadir sent Tahmaspj*
together with his harem and attendants, to Mashhad under strong guard
on the 5th September.
It may well be asked why Nadir did not go one step further and mount
the throne himself. Caution rather than modesty was doubtless the reason;
he was not blind to the fact that there was still a strong feeling of loyalty
throughout the country to the Safavi dynasty, and therefore decided
1 Z.T., fol. 215 (b) and 216 (a).
' Ibid., fol. 216 (b).
' Tahmasp probably needed but little encouragement, for the Carmelite monk, Leandro di Santa
Cecilia, in Ms Persia ovvero Secondo Viaggio . . . dell'Oriente (Rome, 1757), Vol. II, p. 155,
said that he was " molto dedito al vino." a statement which is abundantly confirmed by other
writers, such as Lutf 'Ali Beg, and by later authorities like Fasa'i, Mirza Muhammad 'Ali
(the author of the Daurayi'Mitkhtasar-i-Ta'rikh-i-Iran), etc.
*	Shaikh Tfajaxi, p. 221.
1 Gombroon Diary, 3rd/i4th October.
•	Ibid.

